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The Press on Trial, Too 


Wansley Convii 
In Lynchburg, 


Local Newspapers 
Pressed Daily Attack 

On Defense Attorney 

By Richard Corrigan 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

LYNCHBURG, Va., March 
18 — In a strange sort of way, 
the Lynchburg papers and 
the American press in gen- 
eral stood trial here along 
with Thomac Carlton Wan- 
sley. 

Wansley is the young 
Negro dishwasher facing a 
possible death sentence on 
charges of raping and rob- 
bing a white woman one 
rainy December night in 
1962. 


One of his attorneys is 
William M. Kunstler of New 
York, who has been subject- 
ed to a running series of at- 
tacks from the one-company 
newspapers here, the News 
and the Daily Advance. 

There is a statement about 
Kunstler which has appeared 
consistently in both papers 
since the attorney entered 
the case a few years ago. It 
reals iike this: 

“Kunstler has been linked 
on numerous occasions with 
Communist - front organiza- 
tions and efforts.” 

This item — generally ap- 
pearing in bold-face type — 
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shows up in any news story 
about Kunstler, regardless of 
whether Wansley is. involved. 

When Kunstler went to 
Dallas to offer his services to 
the late Jack Ruby, for ex- 
ample, the headline here 
read: “ Wansley ’s Lawyer 
Would Represent Oswald’s 
Slayer.” 

Advocates of pre-trial, re- 
strictions on the American 
press have been given a gen- 
erous amount of ammunition 
in this city. 

In putting together a jury 
for the latest Wansley trial, 
the Lynchburg Corporation 
Court called some 65 persons 
for examination. Many admit- 
ted to having read the 
charges against Kunstler, 
and almost every one said 


he read the papers here 
regularly. 

One prospective juror said 
that, based on what he had 
read, he believed “there 
could be a connection” be- 
tween the Wansley case and 
the Communist Party. A 
housewife said she regarded 
Wansley as “guilty until 
proven innocent.” Asked 
Whether he believed the ac- 
cusations against Kunstler, 
another man said, “I have 
no one to tell me different.” 
And a woman said, “I could 
not be sympathetic toward 
someone with Communist 
affiliations.” 

Help Appeal Chance 

Whatever Kunstler might 
be, which is not germane to 
this case anyway, he is no " 
fool. Ironically, the policies 
of the papers — under the di- 
rection of their ultraconserv- 
ative general manager, Car- 
ter Glass III — would seem to 
add to the chances of getting 
an appeal if Wansley should 
be convicted. 

So Kunstler is not going to 
great pains to dispute the 
charges, although he under- I 
standably tried to get the 
trial moved out of Lynchburg. 

After Wansley ’s attorneys 
introduced an affidavit this i 
week from a former News 
reporter to the effect that 
Glass had ordered the refer- 
ences to Kunstler inserted in 
every story on the case, the 
papers printed identical 
stories saying an attempt 
was being made to “draw at- 
tention away from” the rape 
charge. Glass denied ever 
giving such an order, and the 
stories went on to discredit 
the former reporter for al- 
legedly having been arrested 
on a : drunk-driving ' charge 
and to praise the reporter 
who now covers the case for 
both papers. 


The stories included a 
quote from the present re- 
porter, Gary Kearns, who de-' 
dared that he inserted the 
material on Kunstler on his 
own authority because, “I 
think my public should be 
aware of the fact.” 

Going beyond the Wansley 
case, there are other matters 
of interest here involving the 
two Lynchburg papers— the 
only papers in town. 

All over town, people will 
tell you that the papers do 
not print any news about 
Negroes unless the news 
happens to be derogatory. 
Negroes’ Troubles 
“I’m an undertaker,” said, 
M. W. Thornhill Jr., a leader 
in the Lynchburg Voters 
League. “The white under- 
takers. put their obituaries in 
the papers free of" charge. I 
have to pay on the average 
$2.50 to have one run. You 
figure on an average of four 


classified notices per funeral 
and 15 funerals a month and 
see what it will run.” 

Or consider a widely dis- 
tributed editorial that ap- 
peared last month in the 
Chronicle of the all-Negro 
Dunbar High School, one of 
two high schools here. 

The editorial stemmed 
from an incident in which a 
Dunbar gym teacher flat- 
tened ,one of the papers’ i 
photographers in a dispute 
on school grounds. The pa- ; 
pers were accused in the edi- ■ 
torial of printing nothing i 
about the school since the I 
incident — not even a com- 
mencement schedule, or the 
scores of ball games — while 
the papers await an apology 
from the city government. 

“If this devious process of 
reasoning puzzles and con- 
fuses you,” the editorial said, 
“we think it should. If it of- 
fends your sense of decency 
and fair play, your company 
is legion, because it has puz- 
zled and offended thousands 
of people of all creeds and 
colors . . . Legal or not, the 
point we want to make is 
that this is an immoral use 
of force and power . . .” 

And a white man here, who 
probably is as moderate as a 
white man can be in this 
conservative town and still 
stay afloat, added: 

-“If it . wasn’t for those 
papers, we could make a lot 
of progress around here.’’ . ' 



